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As we say goodbye to Pastor Greg we now look forward, with great anticipation and hope, to welcoming Pastor Sandi Evans Rogers back to our congregation. Pastor Sandi led us through the challenging times of church life during the early days of the COVID outbreak; she shepherded us through the unknown waters of the pandemic, calmly leading us, and supporting us individually and as a congregation. We are happy that Pastor Sandi has agreed to be our full-time Interim Pastor; she begins her time with us on May 1. Welcome back, Pastor Sandi.







Pastor Greg always enjoyed his time singing 
with the children when he was here on Sundays














LEADERSHIP TEAM OF MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT
The Leadership Team of the Mid-Atlantic District is pleased to announce the calling of Douglas Veal as the next District Executive Minister for our district. He will begin his work with the district on June 25, 2024. We look forward to working with Doug as we continue our pastoral search. We are grateful for the time Eddie Edmonds has served in this capacity and for his help in our pastoral search.

Meals On Wheels
A BIG thank you to Kathy Gaver and her kitchen crew who prepared all the meals on wheels. We are so overjoyed that she has agreed to join us again next year! Kathy will start in October through March. Thank you to our many drivers who lovingly delivered the meals to our friends and church members. We so appreciate all the folks who make this ministry happen. Our next and last meal          will be on May 4. Call Pam Jouannet at 301-293-3629 for any questions.

Anchor Ministry Update

As the Search Committee continues its quest to find a pastor for GCOB, the Church Board is aware of the challenges that encompasses.  Did you know that the average time that a pastor stays in a congregation is only 4 years?  Unfortunately, there simply are not a lot of pastoral candidates in seminaries.  Many successful churches have addressed this in a manner that is consistent with our Brethren roots:  they have looked within their congregations to identify members who might have the ability and the desire to assist in vital functions of pastoring.

With that in mind, our Church Board appointed an Anchor Ministry Committee to prayerfully discern whether there were any people within the congregation whom the Church could lift up so that they might serve in this time-honored Brethren way.  Pam Jouannet, Dale Delauter, Bobby Riggs, and Fred Rudman were asked to take on this task.

The Committee, working closely with Pastor Greg, developed a list of individuals who we thought might be receptive to the call of a preaching ministry.  We then prayed for several weeks before we unanimously agreed to ask Danny and Kelly Rumpf if they would consider such a call.  After discussing it with their family and submitting their thoughts and concerns to God above, they accepted the calling.

What is envisioned is that once a month Danny or Kelly will develop a sermon and preach it from the pulpit.  This will result in our pastor being relieved of the time that is required in preparation of the sermon, thereby freeing the pastor to spend those hours in other endeavors that will strengthen the church, such as home visits, teaching, counseling, or development of child ministries.  This will also lessen the need for the Ministry Commission to find ministers who are willing to preach when our Pastor is unavailable.  

As Grossnickle Church of the Brethren says farewell to Pastor Greg and welcome back to Pastor Sandi, we are so thankful to Danny and Kelly for their willingness to pursue this ministry.  Sandi is a wonderful mentor and we know that she will lovingly share her knowledge with Danny and Kelly in an effort to have them become the very best that they can be! We are certain that our church family will lift them up in prayer and in action!!!



MANY THANKS

  Thank you to the congregation for my beautiful flowers. I love mums and purple is one of my favorite colors. I do most of my flower garden in shades of purple. Can’t wait for warmer weather so I can plant them. Thank you so much. You guys are the best!!!!    Angie

A very big “thank you” to everyone who contributed to the “Children’s Summer Activities Gift Box”. This gift box will be auctioned off at the disaster Auction on Saturday, May 4, 2024. Your kindness in helping with this project is so appreciated.     Myralee



“Our Christian Sympathy”
Our heartfelt and Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Elisabeth Kiss who passed away in March of 2024. Elisabeth is the mother of Andre Kiss.


DELIVERY OF “The Dunker”
The ministry commission is asking anyone that receives The Dunker via mail, to consider getting the newsletter thru e-mail or the website instead.  Alternatively, you could pick up a printed copy of the newsletter from the church at the beginning of each month.  This would save the church office a considerable amount on postage each month.  To be added to the e-mail list and / or removed from the mailing list please contact the church secretary, Angie Kline (301-293-9516, angie.kline@gcob.org). 


WEEKEND BACKPACK PROGRAM
(Formerly called Blessings in a Backpack)
Middletown Valley People Helping People (MVPHP)

Many thanks for those who could join in this program on Tuesday, April 9. Many hands make light work—and we had many hands! We assembled 108 bags of food. Afterwards, a prayer of consecration was said for the children who receive the food and all of the many people who make this program work (drivers, shoppers, stuffers, organizers). Our last date will be May 7 from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. We will restart this program in September. We need a minimum of 6 to 8 volunteers (more is always better). Please contact Pam Jouannet at 301-293-3629.

   

     Mike Parrish – Head of MVPHP		           Carson Levitt – one of the many helpers


















Congratulations to the following graduates:

.
Madryn Hanser is graduating from the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts

Natalie Flook is graduating from Middletown High School

Patrick Mahoney is graduating from Middletown High School

Briana Blickenstaff is graduating from Middletown High School

Jenna Grossnickle, who will be graduating from Hagerstown Community College Hygienist with a degree in Dental Hygiene



43rd Annual Disaster Response Auction
Saturday, May 4, 2024
                           Carroll County Agricultural Center
706 Agricultural Center Drive
Westminster, MD  21157

Last year $8500 was donated to Emergency Disaster Fund of the Church of the Brethren to help victims recover from many disasters all around our world.  Please plan to be a part of this year’s auction.  Grab a copy of the auction catalog in our narthex and see all the great donations.   Want to donate?  Plan to bring your lawn, tools and outside items to the general auction, Collectibles and antiques for the Special Items auction, and Quilts for the Quilt and Comforter Auction, and plants for the plant table. Donations are best made on Friday, 5/3 the day before the auction.  If you need help with transporting your items, please contact Suzanne Levitt at 301-401-8094.  See you there!
 



Save the Date
Save the Date! 2024 VBS June 17th -21st! Contact Katie Rudman if you are interested in volunteering






Blanket Sunday
On Sunday, May 12th, our congregation will be celebrating Mother's Day by collecting new blankets and monetary donations for the Church World Service Blanket Program.   The CWS Blanket Program was created to give a kind, loving and tangible response to those facing a difficult time, reminding them that they are not alone. 

Please consider donating a new twin sized blanket or $10.00/per blanket you want to purchase.  Each $10.00 donation, will pay for one CWS blanket.  These blankets will be provided to areas where there is a need.  If you will be writing a check for monetary donations, please make the check payable to Grossnickle Church of the Brethren and put "Blanket Sunday" in the memo line of your check so that funds can be allocated to this program.  Blankets that are collected at the service on May 12th, will be donated to Sleep In Heavenly Peace in Hagerstown for families in need.  We appreciate you joining us in providing comfort and warmth to those who need it the most.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Angi Cornell at 301-293-8995.
 



Meat Canning in Ephrata, PA
We had another successful year at meat canning in Ephrata, Pa. On the day we went, April 3, 24,300 cans of chicken was processed. Thank you to those people who gave of their time for this much needed service: Fred Rudman, Glenn Lantz, Debbie Ahalt, Dave and Pam Doyle and Marion and Sharon Leatherman. A special thanks to Glenn for providing the transportation.

Marion Leatherman
Meat Canning Coordinator



Blessing of the Seed

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for the Blessing of the Seed 
Sunday, June 2 at 3:00 pm in the Growing Fields,  
11720 Wolfsville Road, Myersville, MD.

Celebrate the anticipation as we begin our 19th year working to 
reduce world hunger with this year’s program in 
Paraguay Lower Chaco      All are welcome

                         
About the Paraguay Lower Chaco Program

The Gran Chaco region is an immense and little-heard-of region in the heart of South America. It is the biggest forest reserve on the continent after the Amazon and one of the largest dry forests in the world. 
The purpose of this three‐year program is to partner with 588 families (approximately 2,200 people) in six indigenous communities (16 villages) of the Paraguayan Chaco region of South America to create durable improvements in the areas of access to water, food security, community development and organization. The program provides culturally‐sensitive technical assistance in family and community farming and livestock, community capacity‐building and supporting indigenous‐led advocacy.
“Field of Hope”
Growing Hope Globally
Sponsor Form

I/We will sponsor 	 acres at the donation rate 
of $250 per acre (1/2 acre $125, ¼ acre $62.50).

Persons sharing in sponsorship: 
	

Total pledge $	

All pledges due by October 30, 2024.
Please make checks payable to Grossnickle Church 
of the Brethren, designated “Field of Hope.”
Signature 
	


Participants
Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren
Christ Reformed United Church of Christ
Edgewood Church of the Brethren
Grossnickle Church of the Brethren
Hagerstown Church of the Brethren
Harmony Church of the Brethren
Manor Church of the Brethren
Pastorate of St. Francis, St. Mary and Holy Family
Third Street Church of God (Washington, D.C.)
Welty Church of the Brethren
Catholic Daughters Court Mary Francis
Catholic Daughters Court Hagerstown
Knights of Columbus, Seton Chapter

Our thanks to Donnie and Donna Grossnickle, farmers 






MAY WORSHIP HELPERS
	Date
	Preacher
	Worship Leader                          Greeters  




	5
	Pastor Sandi
	Ethan Grossnickle
	Blickenstaff Family

	12
	Pastor Sandi
	Mindi Conway
	Grimm Family

	19
	Pastor Sandi
	Fred Rudman
	Deirdre Mahoney and Family

	26
	Pastor Sandi
	Donna Grossnickle
	Karen Riggs









The QR code on the last page will take you directly to the church web site. You need a smart phone to activate the code. Turn on your camera and point at the code. Then touch the code on your phone and web site will appear.


                         
May 2024

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday



	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	




	



	
	1

	2

	3



	4
MAD Disaster Auction

Meals on Wheels

	5

My 2¢ Worth Offering


	6
Ministry Meeting
Parish Hall
7:00 pm
	7
Weekend Backpack Middletown UMC
6-7 pm

Growing Hope 7pm
Middletown UCC
	8
Deacon’s Meeting 7:00 pm
	9

	10


	11



	12

CWS Blanket Sunday
	13

	14

	15





	16

	17


	18



	19

Graduation Sunday
	20

	21

	22





	23
	24

	25


	26
Memorial Sunday
	27
	28





	29
Newsletter
Crew 9:00 am
	30
	31
	

	


	SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School      10:30 a.m. – Family Worship
A recording of the worship service will be made available by email and on Facebook on Sunday afternoons


GENERAL IN-OFFICE HOURS
Secretary Angie: Tue-Wed-Thu ▪ 9am-4pm;     Fri ● 9am-2pm


                                 			DD
Deacons for Month of May:  Dale and Sheila Delauter












	Grossnickle Church of the Brethren

Pastor Sandi’s Office Hours
Tues., Wed., Thurs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]9:30 am until 3:30 pm
    

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL – 9:30 am
SUNDAY FAMILY WORSHIP HOUR – 10:30 am


CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Tue-Wed-Thu  9 am to 4 pm & Fri 9 am to 2 pm
Phone – 301-293-9516
Church Secretary – Angie Kline

Website: http://www.gcob.org
General email:  office@gcob.org 
Secretary Angie’s email:  angie.kline@gcob.org

Parsonage
11318 Meeting House Road, Myersville, MD  21773


	

	

	

	

	

	

	


 (
GIVING
 THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS
“
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
”
(
2 Corinthians 9:7
)
Offerings to 
GCOB
 can be presented in the following ways:
Offering plate
 – Cash and checks may be placed in the offering plate during worship and Sunday school.
Online
 – Visit 
www.gcob.org
 and click on DONATE.
Mail
 – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check.
Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you!
)











 (
Please submit news items for 
the
 
June
 2024
 issue of 
The Dunker
 
no later 
than 
May
 1
6
, 
202
4
.
 
Thank you!
)
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